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Abstract: The structure “X 1i X gi” is very popular and widely used both in everyday oral communication and in Internet
language. In recent years, many new words have emerged on the Internet that makes use of this structure, such as “cha Ii cha qi”.
The long-term popularity of this structure is not only due to the advantages of the language structure itself, but also to external
factors, such as social influences. In this paper, we will mainly use the literature reading method and two other supporting
research methods to investigate the structure of “X li X qi”. Therefore, this paper will cover the following four areas: literature
review, the background and evolution of “X li X qi”, and its constituent features and syntactic functions, and the reasons for its
popularity, based on the BBC corpus and the new words that have appeared on the Internet in recent years. Finally, through the
inquiry we will find the following conclusions: Firstly, the new word “X” appeared in recent years is mostly a noun, which makes
the structure of “X 1i X qi” metaphorical in its use. Secondly, for the reason of its popularity, the structure of “X li X qi”has a
strong derivative and replication, and it can also be used to emphasize and strengthen the tone, as well as being a reflection of
social culture, so it is easy for people to use.
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1. Introduction

With the continuous development of the Internet and the
increasing enhancement of information technology, the

Internet has become an indispensable part of people's daily life.

At the same time, people's language has also been influenced
by the Internet and has undergone new changes. Chinese
words with the structure of “X li X qi” are used more
frequently in everyday oral communication, such as “tu 1 ti
qi”, “xido li xido qi”, and “jido li jido qi”. In recent years,
netizens have also made use of this structure to create many
new words to meet the needs of online expressions, such as

“cha li cha qi”, “ju li ju qi”, “gay li gay qi”.

2. Literature Review
2.1. Sociolinguistics

Sociolinguistics emerged in the 1960s, when the American
linguist H. Currie first introduced the concept of
“sociolinguistics” in his paper “A  Projection of

Sociolinguistics: the Relationship of Speech to Social Status”.
The British linguist Hudson (1989), in Sociolinguistics,
defines “sociolinguistics” as the study of language in relation
to society. The value of “sociolinguistics” is still to explain the
nature of language in general, or a particular linguistic feature,
while “sociology of language” is the study of language in
relation to society [1]. Zhu Wanjin (1992) suggests that
sociolinguistics is related to several concepts, the three most
basic being: linguistic variation, speech community, and
communicative competence [2]. You Rujie and Zou Jiayan
(2009) refer to “sociolinguistics” as “social linguistics”, a
sociological approach to the study of language from the
perspective of its social properties, and the interpretation of
language variation and evolution from a sociological
perspective. The “sociology of language” is based on
language variation and language evolution to explain related
social phenomena and their evolution and development
process. In terms of the scope of sociolinguistics, You Rujie
and Zou Jiayan argue that sociolinguistics in a broad sense
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includes language variation, language communication,
bilingualism, language contact, language transfer, and so on.
In a narrow sense, sociolinguistics refers to how and why a
person speaks in the way he or she does in a speech
community [3]. Chai Xianglu (2014) divided the development
periods of sociolinguistics at home and abroad, dividing the
development of sociolinguistics abroad into the period of core
theory establishment and disciplinary pioneering, and the
development of sociolinguistics at home into the period of
introduction and imitation [4]. Zhou Chenmeng (2018) in
Contemporary Sociolinguistic Studies in China proposes that
sociolinguistic research in Chinese language academia is
mainly focused on language variation and the sociological
school of language [5]. To sum up, sociolinguistics is a
discipline that studies the relationship between language and
social, cultural, historical, political and economic
environments.

2.2. Construction “X li X qi”

Studies of the structure of the popular Internet phrase “X li
X qi” have mostly been conducted from a constructional
perspective, with the following main arguments: Fu Yashu
(2020) argues that there is no separate usage of “X 1i”, For
example, “rou li” is a far cry from “rou Ii rou qi”, so “X li X qi”
is regarded as a construct [6]. Li Lingxue and Li Zhiping
(2020) argue that “X li X qi” has a framed structure,
unpredictability and a strong prediction of context [7]. Guo
Qu (2021) argues that the semantic and emotional content of
the “X li X qi” construction is determined by “X”, and that
without “X”, “X 1i X qi” is meaningless [8]. Li Qiujuan (2022)
argues that the construction “A 1i A qi” is Characterized by
[+subjective  evaluation], [+degree of deepening],
[+state-descriptive meaning], [+colloquialism] [9].

In summary, the construct “X 1i X qi” has been well
researched, but there is a lack of analysis of the reasons for its
popularity in a sociolinguistic perspective. In this paper, we
will explore the structure “X li X qi” and try to analyse the
reasons for its popularity in a cognitive linguistic context.

3. Generation and Evolution of “X in X”
3.1. Generation

The first time the Chinese phrase “X li X qi” appeared
online was in an anime adaptation in January 2018, where the
phrase “ju li ju qi” was used to describe a situation in which
female characters became intimate with each other, meaning
that they looked like homosexuals, which is the same as “gay
li gay qi”. Later on, the structure “X li X qi” was used to
express the speaker's feelings towards someone or something.

3.2. Evolution

The structure of “X 1i X qi” is an extension of the modern
Chinese “A li AB shi”, and the two structures have certain
similarities in terms of semantic features and syntactic
functions. For the “li” in “A li AB”, according to Liu Shuxin
(1996), “li” cannot be a conformational component, because
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there is no such original word as “AAB” in reality [10].
Moreover, according to Li Guohui (2013), “li” in “A li AB shi”
is pronounced in a soft voice, and although “li” has a real
meaning, it is already used in “A 1i AB shi” has been deflated
in this structure, and is only a sign of construction [11].
Likewise, the “li” in “X 1i X qi” does not form a word with any
of the morphemes that can enter into “X” and has no real
meaning. The “li”” in “X 1i X qi”” has no real meaning, so the “li”
can be regarded as the structure's formative marker, the
position is fixed, and the “li” reinforces the nature and
characteristics of the “X”, playing the role of emphasis and
aggravating the tone; The meaning of “qi” in this structure has
gradually faded, according to Wu Yan (2011), and cannot take
on the main meaning of the structure [12], while I believe that
although “X” is the centre of the structure of “X in X qi”, some
of the morphemes that enter “X” can form words with “qi”” and
are often used in our daily life, and are not completely deflated,
for example,

Example 1, xido Ii xido qi, xido qi.

Example 2, sha i sha qi, sha qi.

Example 3, nai Ii ndi qi, nai qi.

Of course, there are also some “X” and “qi” words that do
not form words and have no similar usage in everyday life, for
example,

Example 4, dai i dai qi, dai qi.

Example 5, chtin 1i chuin qi, chtlin qi.

Example 6, dian Ii dian qi, dian qi.

Although there is no such use of “X + qi” in examples 4, 5
and 6 in everyday communication, “X + qi” also expresses the
meaning that the speaker wants to convey through the
structure “X 1i X qi”. Therefore, the structure of “X 1i X qi”
can be seen as a form of “X” overlapping with “X + X qi”,
with the insertion of the conformational marker “li”. For
example, in Example 4, the internet buzzword “dai Ii dai qi”
refers to speaking in the same tone and style as Lin Daiyu,
with the characteristics of Lin Daiyu's speech as portrayed in
“Hong loumeng”, while in “dai qi”, “dai” refers to Lin Daiyu,
a noun, and “qi” refers to “temperament”, for example, a
temperament like Lin Daiyu. In Example 5, “chiin” is an
adjective, and ‘“chun qi” can be interpreted as “stupid
temperament” or “stupidity”. In example 6, the verb “dian” in
“dian 1i dian qi” can be interpreted as “madness and
unsteadiness”.

To sum up, I believe that “X qi” can also express the
meaning of “X li X qi”, and divide “X + qi” into two
categories. The first category is that words made up of “X + qi”
are used in everyday life, and the second category is that
words made up of “X + qi” have no similar usage in everyday
life, and can be divided into two categories: one category of
“X” is a noun, generally with more metaphorical overtones,
like (......), such as “mi Ii mi qi”, like Yang Mi, except for
some dialect words, such as “shao”; another category of “X”
is an adjective or verb. “X+qi” can be understood as the
meaning of “X” + (......) the look or (......) the characteristics.
However, the use of “X + qi” is not in line with the language
norms and conventions, so the structure “X li X qi” is used to
express it.
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4. Characteristics and Syntactic
Functions of the Components of “X 1i X

12

q1
4.1. The Lexical Nature of “X li X qi”

According to the BBC corpus, in the structure of “X li X qi”,
the words that can be filled in the “X” slot are usually real
words, mainly nouns, verbs and adjectives.

4.1.1. “Xin X” Is a Noun, for Example

Example 7, an ni bao béi de dua zhé 1i jii ran you si chéng nan
xing, xidng dao dang nian wo y¢ xiang ta men y1 yang kan zhe
Xi€ nitl nitl ni€ ni€ “nidng li niang qi” de dong x1, ji béi b you
dé y1 zhén zheén fa liang [15]. (Wi bo).

Example 8, cong zuo tian wan shang liu dian shui dao xian
zai, shi san ge xido shi, wo bido shi shui de wo quan shén dou
shi tong de zh¢ yang de wo ni hai xi huan ma? “¢ li ¢ qi”’, wo
tdo yan ni méi ci zai lu shang dou shi zi ji zou zi ji de [15].
(Wei bo).

Example 9, yin xiang zhdong ta bt hui ma rén a! zhi you ni
lao di€ hui shud “nido Ii nido qi” de hua a ! “,” bu shi ma rén,
ying gai shud shi yan su shén ké y1 zhén jian xu¢ de pi ping
jigo yu, wo bei zi dan da dé ti wi wan fu kui bt chéng jun [15].
(dui hua).

In examples 7, 8 and 9, “niang”, “€¢” and “nido” are all
nouns, so fill in “X 1i X qi” composed of “niang li nidng qi”, “¢
Ii ¢ qi” and “nido Ii nido qi”. These words are all adjectival
components in the sentence, with “nidng 1i nidng qi”
modifying the 40% of Annie's male readers, “¢ li ¢ qi”
describing men who are very wooden in Nanchang dialec, and
“nido i nido qi”modifying what is said.

4.1.2. “X li X qi” Is a Verb, for Example

Example 10, zhi jido zhé 140 jia huo ai shou ai jido, zi shi
dui ta méi hao qi, dan you bu hdo: ming Ii fa zuo, bian zhi dé
shud hua “ti Ii ti qi” [15]. (wh ji«shéng si juéy).

Example 11, hén jit méi you lidn xi de hdo péng you jin
wan shi pin ai ...ta ma shang jiu shud: zén me hai shi xido pi
hai y1 gé ...hai shi “dian li dian qi” de ...yln ddo [15]. (w&i
bo).

Example 12, “ni ...... huai!” yu chan yong shou didn y1 xia
ta “léng i léng qi” de € tdu, y1 shdn shén pdo le, g€ g g€ de
xiao shéng xidng zai you jing de shan gou li, t1 dé xido shi jing
shang de shi zi luan gtin [15].(chén zhdong «zdo lin quy).

In examples 10, 11 and 12, the words “tu Ii tu qi”, “dian Ii
dian qi” and “léng i léng qi” are all verbs, and are filled in
with “X 1i X qi”. The word “tu 1i tii qi”, “dian li dian gqi” and
“léng i 1éng qi” are adjectives in the sentence. The word “tu I
ti qi” modifies “spoke”, “dian 1i dian gi” modifies “a good
friend I hadn't spoken to in a long time”, and “léng i léng qi”
is used to modify the word “forehead”.

4.1.3. “X” Is an Adjective, for Example
Example 13, ta y1 shén bu ti bu yang de zhuang shu, toéu fa
bi chéng Ii rén hai litt dé zhang, shud hua “ér Ii ér qi”, shi bu
shi zai shua xiao ta 1ldo han [15]? (chén zhong «shi zhongy).
Example 14, lu zhao péng “han Ii han qi” di xido zhe shubd:
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“zhong wei xiang dang, da jia dou dud chou wo y1 yan, kan
qing wo gén ni men yi ji ni men de zi di yT yang, dou shi h&i
tou fa hei yan jing hudng pi fu jiu hang le. hdo le, yue shi ji ni
jixu jidng ba, wo jiu kai zheé y1ju wan xiao [15].” (chén zhong
shi«bai It yuany).

Example 15, ta xi shou ge ér, “bén li bén qi” de, pi fi hut li
tou huang, b jian xue s¢ [15]. (jidn ao sT ting«nud sang jiao
sin).

In examples 14 and 15, the words “han” and “bén” are both
adjectives, so they are inserted into the structure “X 1i X qi” to
form “han 1i han qi” and “bén Ii bén qi”. The word “han”
modifies the action of “laughing” and therefore acts as a
gerund in the sentence, while the word “bén” modifies the
person “she” used as the definite article in the sentence. In
example 13, “ér” is a count word, but in this context, “ér”
modifies “he spoke”, which means a bit silly, a bit dumb, so I
think “er” has the function of an adjective in a specific context.

4.2. The Syntactic Function of “X li X qi”

According to the BBC corpus, the words formed by the
structure “X 1i X qi” are mainly used as predicate, determiner,
gerund and complement in sentences.

4.2.1. “X 1li X qi” Is Used as a Predicate, for Example

Example 16, ta shud: “ta md shang yao guo lai! na ge sha
gua zhén you dian” féng i féng qi! “wo kan ni zui hao qu jiao
xing jié, gao su ta hudng chéng de wei hiin fu yi jing beéi wo
chai chuan le, zhi yi wéi shi me yao bian chii g¢ wei htn fu 14,
da jia de shud fa bi xi@i y1 zhi [15]!” (qidng yao«sht hud de tian
tangy).

Example 17, hai zi hén gao xing, pdo hui jia dui mu din
shud: “ma ma, fang 4o shi jido wo bao ming di shi.” mu qin
shud; “ni bi¢” long i 16ng qi, “y1 gé 16ng zi z&n me qu du shi
[15].” (People's Daily, 19 November 1964).

The word “féng li féng qi” and “long 1i long qi” are
adjectives used as predicates in sentences, and there are
certain conditions for adjectives to act as predicates, generally
used in dialogue, in question and answer sentences. The
structure “X li X qi” is usually used in dialogue.

4.2.2. “X 1li X qi” Is Used as a Definite Article, for Example

Example 18, ta shud zhe ba sou dao de “zang li zang qi” de
ji zhang zhi bi jin wo shou zhong, ran hou ba y1 fi shuai géi le
woO [15]. (zhang wéi«ni zai gao yudn»).

Example 19, zhén kan jian ta chuan le y1 jian “xin 1i xIn qi”
de y1 fu, tin bu cai zhi dé zhou qi, xT gai yi xia shu dé hén jin,
hii ran xi huan qi 1ai -ma qing s¢, yan s¢ hén mi rén ne [15].
(yue han gao &r sT hud sui«fl €r sai shi jia san bu qu 3: chi
z0y).

Example 20, méi xiang dao jing nong lai y1 qun y¢ lang yu
y¢ zhil z4 jiao chii lai de guai wu! wo yudn bén xidng zai y¢ bu
kan ta men, dan ta men na “kua Ii kua qi” de wai di kou yin
you rang wo gan dao hao qi [15].(mo yan«shéng si pi ldo»).

The words “zang li zang qi”, “xn li xin qi” and “kua Ii kua
qi” are used as definite articles in a sentence, usually with the
auxiliary “de”, used to modify “a few notes”, “clothes” and

“accent”. These definite articles are mostly descriptive
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definite articles. The descriptive definite article can depict the
nature and state of a person or thing, highlight a feature of it
and make the language more vivid. Therefore, if the words “X
li X qi” are used as definite articles in a sentence, they are
usually descriptive definite articles, which emphasise a certain
characteristic of a thing through this structure and enhance the
expression effect, making the expression more vivid and
specific.

4.2.3. “X li X qi” Is Used as a Gerund, for Example

Example 21, ta pa kan wén yu dan xin de lian, géng pa ta
you yao “chtin Ii chiin qi” di qu mai gé shi me dong x1 1ai dou
ta kai x1n, jiu jidn dan di ba géi da wei de xin gao su le ta [15].
(yan ge ling«lu fan yan shi»).

Example 22, ta ba liang gé you cli you zhang de yu mi wang
zhud shang y1 réng, “han Ii han qi” di shud:“ciin x1 di tou
shang jidn de, shéng kou zhuang diao le, kai tou wo xiang shao
shao chi le ta, k& you y1 xiang, bu dui jin, zhe shi gong she de
ya [15]!” (People's Daily, October 16, 1958).

The words “chiin Ii chtin qi” and “han Ii han qi” are used as
gerunds in sentences, usually with the auxiliary “de”, which
are mostly descriptive gerunds. These gerunds are mostly
descriptive, and are semantically oriented towards the state of
the action. Therefore, if the word “X li X qi” is used as a
gerund in a sentence, it is usually a descriptive gerund and also
serves to modify the predicative element in terms of
grammatical structure.

4.2.4. “X li X qi” Is Used as a Complement, for Example

Example 23, wo bt hui “did Ii did qi” dé shud hua bu hui
zhuang wén ya kai xin shi ké yi xido dé me xin me féi.. hdo ba,
wo shi su rén [15]! (wei bo).

The word “dia Ii dia qi” is used as a complement in a
sentence, usually with the auxiliary “de”. These are mostly
modal complements, indicating the state of affairs due to
action or trait, and have a descriptive role, usually “X” is a
state adjective.

5. Reasons for Popularity

In recent years, with the development of the Internet, a
considerable number of new words using the structure of “X li
X qi” have appeared on the Internet, such as: “mao li mao qi”,
“fei li fei qi”, “ja 1i ju qi”. The widespread use of this structure
is not only influenced by internal factors, but also by external
factors such as society.

5.1. Internal Factors

Firstly, the phrase “X 1i X qi” has been used in the People's
Daily since the 1950s, and it is still being used today to create
a number of new Internet phrases. This shows that the
structure of “X 1i X qi” is strongly derivative, reproducible and
spreadable, which makes it less difficult to remember and
understand, and is a structure suitable for daily
communication.

Secondly, by observing the new uses of “X li X qi” that
have appeared on the Internet in recent years, such as “jiao Ii

An Exploration of the Internet Buzzword “X 1i X qi” in the Context of Sociolinguistics

jiao qi”, “ting I ting qi”, “tdo li tdo qi”. I find that the “X” that
is filled in the slot is mostly a noun. When “X” is a noun, I
believe that the structure “X li X qi” has metaphorical
overtones, like (......), which are mainly expressed through the
use of “X 1i X gi”. It is not the noun itself that fills the slot “X”’.
The use of the term “X li X qi” simplifies communication,
makes expressions more concise and is characterised by
simplicity, in line with the principle of economy of language.

Thirdly, there is a certain similarity between “A 1i AB shi”
and “X li X qi”, according to Guo Feifei (2011), the structure
of “A 1i AB shi” is based on “AB”, and the use of “A li AB shi”
can deepen the meaning than just using the word “AB” [13].
Similarly, the term “X li X qi”’ can be used for emphasis and to
indicate a deepening of the degree. The “X” in the partially
filled slot is an adjective of nature or a state adjective, and the
state adjective itself already indicates a specific state and
degree, a deeper degree, and the overlapping of the nature
adjective indicates a deeper degree. As mentioned above, the
structure “X li X qi” can be seen as a form of overlapping “X”,
so the use of “X 1i X qi” has a more emphatic and deepening
effect than just “X 1i X qi”, for example,

Example 24, He does things “niang”’; He does things “niang
Ii nidng qi”.

The word “niang” and “niang Ii nidng qi” are not only an
increase in quantity, but also a deepening of degree, and the
word “nidng li nidng qi” have four syllables, by overlapping,
reinforce the subjective emotion that the speaker wants to
express. Therefore, “X 1i X qi” cannot be modified by the
adverb “very”.

5.2. External Factor

Firstly, Internet buzzwords are a reflection of the current
social consciousness [14] and a way to express people's
emotions, as well as a way to relieve stress in a fast-paced life.

Example 25, In the Little Red Book app, someone said that
his child “wore a polo shirt and looked like a bureaucrat”, and
the expression “ju I ju qi” means that someone's temperament
is as stable as an old cadre in the bureau.

People use these expressions in their daily lives not only to
enhance the fun of expression and release the pressure of work
and life, but also to a certain extent to meet the psychology of
the speaker to seek new and different things.

Secondly, the Internet buzzword “X 1i X qi” is to a certain
extent more in line with the principle of politeness in language
expressions. The structure of “X li X qi” is the speaker's
subjective evaluation or opinion of someone or something,
which can play the role of euphemism, for example,

Example 26, ni kan qi 1ai “cha Ii cha qi” de, hai ting tdo rén
x1 huan de.

The word “cha Ii cha qi” is an internet buzzword used to
describe a boy, who is biao 1i bido qi. He looks very protective
and innocent, but in fact perhaps himself is very scheming,
with a derogatory meaning. This structure is more euphemistic
than direct expression, reducing the embarrassment caused by
the speaker in expressing his own assessment or opinion, and
is relatively more in line with the principle of politeness in
language expression.
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6. Conclusion

The Internet buzzword “X 1li X qi” is a form of “X”
overlapping with “X+X qi”, while inserting the
conformational mark “li”’. The word “X” can be a noun, a verb
or an adjective, and “X 1i X qi” can be used as a predicate, a
determiner, a gerund or a complement in a sentence. The
structure is  highly  derivative, reproducible and
communicative, in line with the principles of economy and
politeness of language expression, and is also a way of
expressing people's emotions, which is why the structure “X li
X qi” is widely used in everyday life and on the Internet.
Language is a social phenomenon with social properties, and
the development and evolution of language is not only related
to its internal elements, but also to the impact that society has
on it. Sociolinguistics, therefore, needs to focus not only on
the language itself, but also on the other causes of a linguistic
phenomenon.
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